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Description

A handsome and substantial bronze pestle and mortar dating to circa 1650. Beautifully cast with the robust
simplicity typical of early domestic metalwork, it has a satisfying weight and a richly varied surface,
developed through centuries of handling and use. The bronze now carries a deep, warm patina that
enhances its sculptural quality and gives the piece a wonderfully tactile presence.

In the 17th century, the pestle and mortar was an indispensable tool in both the household and the
apothecary. Used to crush and blend herbs, spices, pigments, medicinal ingredients, and everyday kitchen
staples, examples such as this would have played a central role in the preparation of food and remedies.
Bronze was especially prized for its strength, durability, and ability to withstand repeated use, making these
objects practical possessions intended to last for generations.

The mortar has a bold, well-proportioned form, complemented by a substantial matching pestle. Together,
they offer a compelling combination of function, material beauty, and historical resonance. Their honest
utilitarian design is softened by the depth and tonal variation of the aged bronze, creating an object that is
as visually appealing today as it would have been useful in the 17th century.

A striking addition to a country-house kitchen, pantry, library, study, or dining room, this piece would display
beautifully on an open shelf, sideboard, or kitchen island. It also brings warmth and texture to a
contemporary interior, where its centuries-old surface and simple, purposeful form offer a quietly powerful
contrast to modern surroundings.
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