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REF: 7564

Height: 25 cm (9.8")
Diameter: 17 cm (6.7")

Description

An early 18th-century French hand-beaten and decorated chauffoir, retaining a wonderful sense of age,
craftsmanship, and domestic history. Made as a practical warming vessel, this handsome object would
have formed part of everyday life in an era when heat was carefully contained, carried, and shared within
the home.

The body has been shaped by hand, its softly irregular surface preserving the character of the maker's
work. Decorative detailing enriches the form, while the engraved owner's initials provide an especially
personal and appealing feature. Such initials turn a functional household object into an individual
possession, suggesting that it was commissioned, cherished, or passed down within a family.

The chauffoir would have been used with hot coals or another heat source to provide warmth, whether at
the table, beside a chair, or in a bedroom. Today, its original purpose adds to its appeal: it is a tangible
reminder of the rituals and resourcefulness of early 18th-century French domestic life.

With its hand-worked surface, period decoration, and personalised inscription, this is a particularly

evocative piece of antique metalwork. It would sit beautifully in a country-house interior, beside a fireplace,
or as part of a collection of French decorative arts, hearth accessories, or early domestic objects.
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